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counteracted, men would enter into the Christian experience
and come to know the supremacy of the Scriptures.

Thus Luther recognizes the problem of authority only as one
that has been already solved,, and formulates it only by answering
it in his own way. The question is for him from the start, i.e. from
his evangelical conversion onwards, a closed question.

That this is so can be seen from practically every passage in his
writings in which he deals with those who have different views
from his own. Thus in answering Alveld in 1520 he claims that
theological questions should be solved only by reference to the
Scriptures; and endeavours to prove this point by adducing a
passage from the Scriptures themselves (W.A., VI, 291, quoted
on p. 24) supra, and continuing from the words there given: Tor
it is written, that the divine command is justified in and through
itself and not by any external aid'}. This is a plain petitio principii.
Luther would scarcely have been guilty of such false reasoning
as this if he had not held it to be self-evident that the Scriptures
were supreme and that their supremacy needed no argument to
support it.

This high-handed and one-sided way of dealing with the matter
has awkward consequences for us as we take up our next inquiry,
which is into the question: what answer did Luther give to the
problem of authority? For though it is already clear in general
terms what his answer is, we have no direct and clearly formulated
statement of it, and we are compelled to compose it from a number
of unguarded and undefined expressions to be found up and down
his writings; we have to do for him what he never did for himself,
define his terms and protect him from misunderstanding. It is a
gre^t pity that he never set down in plain language what was so
obvious to him, but its very obviousness prevented him from
doing so. Moreover, we meet from time to time in his writings
passages which he never harmonized with his main view simply
because he never made it clear to himself what that view was.

n
What was Luther's answer to the problem of authority? The
passages already quoted from his writings and sayings (especially
RomerbriefvorlesungCorollarium onRomansIII,22, II, 89,32, quoted on
p. 20; his answer to Cajetan, quoted on p. 23; and the words from
W.A., VI, 291, quoted on p. 24, and the practice consistently
followed throughout the 'Reformation Treatises9 of regarding a